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Christmas Newsletter

Advent 2009

Christmas Message, 2009

Advent is a coming, not our coming to God, but his to us. We
cannot come to God, he is beyond our reach; but he can come
to us, for we are not beneath his  mercy. Even in another life,
as St. John sees it in his vision, we do not rise to God, but he
descends to us, and dwells humanly among human creatures,
in the glorious man, Jesus Christ. And that will be his last com
ing; so we shall be his people, and he everlastingly our God, our
God-with-us, our Emmanuel.

~ Fr. Austen Farrer, The Crown of the Year
Advent is the season of waiting, anticipating, hoping,
expecting, and preparing. The Church calls us to take
time and make time to prepare ourselves spiritually for
the celebration of our Lord's nativity, our celebration of
the Incarnation of God's Word.

But we are an impatient lot! In this age of instant
gratification and speedy technology we find it hard to
wait, hard to mark time in a spiritual way. The Advent
season is meant to remind us of the need to step back
and take stock of where we have been and where we are
going, as we recall our Lord's first coming two thousand
years ago, and as we anticipate his second coming at the
end of the age. We who are created by God hope to
return to him, who is our source. But we can only come
to him in his coming to us. We must receive him into

our hearts and homes as a holy guest. We must be
prepared to see him as he reveals himself to us in so
many ways in our everyday lives: in the people we meet
and in the experiences we share.

As your new rector, | have been reflecting a great deal
upon where | have been and where | hope to go. So, I've
really been in an Advent mood! Having served my entire
priestly ministry in another part of the country, | have
come looking for a fresh start and an opportunity for
spiritual renewal. My hopes for Grace Church are
ambitious, as we strive reach new people in this rapidly
growing town. | know | must be patient and be prepared
to work with the people of our parish to develop a plan
and stick with a plan. So | am inviting you all to carry

on with a kind of extended Advent journey with me in

the months to come. Together, we must prayerfully
discern what our priorities are for Grace Church. | know
that God has plans for us, and he will indeed "come to

CHRISTMAS SERVICES
AT GRACE

Christmas Eve Services
5:00 pm
Children’s Homily, Blessing of the
Creche, Carols and Holy Eucharist

7:30 pm
Sung Eucharist (BAS 185) with Chancel
Choir anthems, carols and Sermon

11:00 pm
Sung Eucharist (BAS 230) with Chancel
Choir anthems, carols and Sermon

Christmas Day
December 25, 10:00 am
Said Eucharist (in the chancel)

us" in the discernment process.

In this Advent season, let us pray that
we might truly be his people as he
comes to us in our Nativity celebra -
tions and in the New Year of 2010.

Blessed is he who comes in the name
of the Lord: O come, Emmanuel!

Blessings to you all this Christmas,

%&)QW Swew -+

The Rev'd Fr. J. Christopher Snow
Rector-designate

(P.S. I have learned from Bishop Bird's
office that my Induction has been set
for Wednesday 27 January. You are all
invited as we celebrate new ministry
together. More details to follow....)
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This is a very joyous time of year as we celebrate
the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ, the most pre
cious Gift from GOD.

The annual "On the Way to Bethlehem" truly
enhances this joyous event. Once again,
hundreds of visitors travelled on the journey to
the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ. A big ‘thank
you’ goes out to our own parishioner, Dr. Andrea
Rowbottom, for sharing her time and talents and
to all the members of Christian Churches
Working Together for continuing to host this
event each year.

Grace Church has seen many changes this past
year. The biggest one, of course, is the hiring of
our new rector, Father Chris Snow who began his
tenure here on November 8th. He and his family
will be a huge asset to Grace Church in the years
to come. Thanks to the Parochial Committee who
worked very hard over the past several months
as they searched for a new rector for Grace
Church.

Father Chris will be inducted as Rector of Grace
Church on Wednesday, January 27th. We hope to
see as many of you at that service as possible.
More details will follow in the new year.

We also welcomed another new addition to Grace
Church in November. Ms. Odette Williams is our
new choir director. Odette is excited to be with us
and is working hard with the Senior Choir, the
Junior Choir and also the newly formed Cherub
Choir. You will get an opportunity to hear all the
choirs at our Christmas Eve Services.

At this time, we would also like to thank Father
Peter Moore who helped us during the interim
period between rectors. He did a great job of
holding us all together in a difficult time.

We have many active ministries at Grace. Some
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that we would particularly like to thank at this
time are:

e Our Outdoor Committee for their loving care
of our gardens and grounds.

* Lorrette Shermet, her committee and all the
parishioners that participated throughout the
year and were responsible for the tremendous
success of the Yuletide Fayre.

 The many volunteers that helped make the
Turkey Dinner on November 28th a success
and generated $750.

e Our Kids Spirit, Tigers and all the children,
leaders and parents involved in church school
activities.

e All our many Committee Members that are
dedicating the gift of their time and talents to
enhance the wonderful ministry that is Grace
Church.

On the financial side, 2009 has been a very
challenging year. We hope that our financial
situation will continue to improve over the

month of December when so many of our
parishioners give generously of their treasures.

One of Father Chris’ first tasks in the New Year
will be to put together an ongoing Stewardship

Committee that will stretch us all in areas of

time, talents and treasures.

We anticipate 2010 will be full of activity as we
get to know our new rector and his family better
and we continue with the many ministries of
Grace Church.

Wishing each and every one all the blessings of
the season.

Gary Hogg Lynda Mee Shirley Kitchen
Rector's People's Deputy
Warden Warden Warden
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UPCOMING SERVICES& EVENTS

Ash Wednesday

Wednesday February 17
8:30 - noon
Children Release Day Program
7:30 pm
Eucharist
with the imposition of ashes

Yellow Ribbon Campaign

Once again here at Grace we are participating in the
Yellow Ribbon Campaign. This is our 7th year.

The Campaign is also known as the Mortgage
Reduction Campaign. During the restoration period, in
2002 we took out a mortgage of $150,000 and made a
commitment to pay it off by the year 2010. We are
proud to say that with the help of our parishioners we
will be able to achieve this goal. Our mortgage is

presently at $14,530.

Early in January the Nominating
Committee will be seeking a new
Deputy Warden, Synod rep, alternate

Lynda Mee or Larry Senicar if you are
interested in any of these positions or
would like to nominate someone.

Synod Rep and three new members at
large. Please speak to Father Chris,

We encourage parishioners to participate in r
the event "A gift for God". This is a gift ‘1
from you to GOD. It is a way of thanking

God for the birth of his son - Jesus. We

have envelopes at the church (located in the

narthex or the back of the church) with yellow ribbons
attached and we ask each family to take one and place

the gift (cash or cheque) in it, and hang it on the

Christmas tree. We will be participating with this

project until Sunday December 27th.

Confirmation
Those wishing to be confirmed,
please speak to the clergy and classes
will be arranged.

Children’s Communion Classes
...will begin Sunday, January 11,
1:00 pm - 2:00 pm and continue
until the end of February. This is as
parent-and-child learning format.

Thank you for your continued support in so many
ways.

Merry Christmas
Lorrette Shermet

Handy Tip : When prayerfully considering your
offering for Grace Church in the New Year a handy
tip to follow is this - $1 per week per $1,000 a

year of income. An example - if your earnings are
approximately $50,000 per year your offering

would be $50 per week.

COMING EVENTS

Wednesday, January 6, 9:30 am

Sunday, January 10, 1:00 pm

Sunday, February 8, noon

Tuesday, February 16, 5:00-7:00 pm
Wednesday, February 17, 8:30 am - noon
Wednesday, February 17, 7:30 pm

April 30 - May 2
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Mom & Tots begins!

Children’s First Communion Class begins
Annual Vestry Meeting

Pancake Supper

Special children’s class for Ash Wednesday
Holy Communion and Imposition of Ashes
Second Annual Women's Retreat
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There is something humbling about the fact that learner's leaflet with ideas to help you reinforce
Jesus, God's son, was born in a stable and laid the lesson and connect with your child at home.
in a manger filled with hay. Each year at
Christmas time, we can regain some of the awe
and wonder of the season, knowing that even in
the most common circumstances, God is with

We especially want to thank you, dear Jesus, for
this special time of the year. Even in the
darkness of winter, your light still shines.

us. Be watching for the ways that Jesus comes May the quiet peace and gentle love of the first
to you in the simple, daily parts of life. Christmas be yours today and always.

The children are fully engaged in the Advent

season and preparing for the coming of Jesus. Michelle Somers

Each Sunday in Advent,the children participate Kids Spirit Coordinator

in the lighting of the Advent wreath candles
during the Children's Talk with Father Chris. We
then harness the excitement and energy the
children have during the Advent season by
singing a few of the their favourite Christmas
carols including "Away in a Manger". Our last
two lessons before Christmas are "Mary Visits
Elizabeth" and "John is Born".

The KNOW, GROW, SHOW Learner Goals match
the characteristics of a witness: someone who
knows the Word, grows in faith, and shows
service. Children's learning and experiences with
the Bible stories are not limited to Sunday
morning. These goals and more come home with
your child each week on the back of his or her

This advent the TIGERs have been focused on their annual service project - fundraising for
World Vision.

We had a great time at our baking sleepover party, selling raffle
tickets and making kandy-kabobs to raise money to help those less
fortunate.

This year the TIGERSs set the goal of giving a gift of "half a stable”,
complete with animals, to a needy village. Thanks to prayer, hard

work and the wonderful support of our parish, | am pleased to say

that we will meet this goal before Christmas and will be sending off
our gift to World Vision before year end.

...Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it
unto me. Matthew 25:30

We wish you all a Very, Merry Christmas!
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You may not be aware of Me

from your list of things to do

You're the one | want to be with,

and you'll find Me in the stillness

as I'm whispering your name.

Have you
If you look for Me considered
at ChriStmaS, becoming a These are the first
. . . people you see
you won't need a special star sidesperson??? Upon entering Grace
I'm no longer just in Bethlehem, Church every

Sunday morning for service. These people make

I'm right there where you are. sure you receive your bulletin for the service and

answer any questions you may have concerning
the operation of Grace Church. If they are unable

amid the celebrations - to answer your question they will direct you to
. someone who can. Sides people work one
You'll have to look beyond the stores Sunday a month for approximately three hours.
and all the decorations Once a year you will be required to work two
Sundays.
But if you take a moment This is an easy and enjoyable way of serving

Grace Church and ensuring your fellow
parishioners are enjoying the service and are well

And listen to your heart, you'll find look after. You will be assigned to one of four

teams and trained by the team leader. There is

I'm waiting there for you. nothing hard about the duties, it is just knowing

you are serving your Church and God.
If you are interested you can contact the Church

you re the reason that | came, secretary or Darrell Taylor at 905-878-6732. You

may also approach any sidesperson and express
your interest in becoming a sidesperson.

Love, Grace Church is a
Jesus Fragrance-Free

Building @

December 20
December 27
January 3
January 10
January 17
January 24
January 31
February 7

Parish Prayer Cycle

Devlin, Di Fiore, Dickerson, Dmytraszko
Fagon, Farrant, Faulknor, Felce
Fenner, Fergus, Ferguson, Flook
Fullum, Funnell, Fyckes, Galioto
Galloway, Giavon, Gilchrist, Gluck
Godfrey, Gould, Goulding, Graham,
Grandy, Grant, Green, Guenther
Hacking, Hall, Harold, Harper
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With the growth in our parish, including a new rector,
it is a useful exercise to provide everyone with a an
outline of some of the outreach projects that are
supported by our church that are supported by your
givings and also by your loonies and toonies dropped
into the Outreach (water-bottle) Jug every week.

The "Deck" Youth Drop In Centre.
Currently being run out of Milton Bible Church on
Main Street, the Deck is part of the ministry of
Youth for Christ (South West Ontario). The program
in Milton is managed by Oliver Clark and they offer
a recreational and teaching program to local youth
every Thursday and Friday evening. The Deck also
has counselors working in Milton District High
School. The programs and facilities of the Deck
provide a safe environment for literally hundreds
of our local teens and counters many of the peer
pressures and challenges facing today's youth such
as drugs, promiscuity and violence. A number of
parishioners are also active volunteers with the
Deck.

SHARE Agriculture Program.
Currently operated out of Brampton, Ontario,
SHARE provides both agricultural, educational and
other development aid to needy communities in
Central and South America. | am sure that many in
the congregation have seen the "Birthday Pig" that
comes out the first Sunday of each month and
parishioners are encouraged to put a donation into
the pig in thanks for a birthday that month in their
family. Surprisingly we usually raise in the region
of $1,000 and these funds have helped provide
such items as livestock, new ovens and educational
supplies that have helped people in countries such
as Honduras and Guatemala.

Coins for Cuba
This is a true "home grown" project program that
was launched in the fall of 2004. The original
theme was to raise money through the collection of
loose coins donated by parishioners (from all of
those loose coin jars we Canadians love to have at
home) and the funds were to be used to purchase
supplies that would be taken down to San Pedro in
Jobabo, Cuba, our partner church on the island. In
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OUTREACH AT GRACE CHURCH

the end no fewer than eight parishioners went
south in the winter of 2004-05 carrying literally
several suit cases stuffed with medical and schools
supplies. While in Cuba we became aware of a
much more urgent need that involved much needed
renovations to the church building. To date
approximately eight thousand dollars has been col
lected by the donation of loose coins from parish
ioners. At this point in time renovations are on
hold. We will continue to collect funds and hold
them until such time as materials can be made
available. For further background and photos of the
project check out the Coins for Cuba web site at
www.coinsforcuba.ca

Habitat for Humanity.
Grace Church annually supports Habitat for
Humanity-Halton(HHfH) with a donation. The
organization builds housing for low income fami
lies in need, and via sweat equity from the new
home owners and with the assistance of a no inter
est mortgage, HHfH has been able to assist 10 fam
ilies to date in the Halton region. This year HHfH
has decided to move forward temporarily in a new
direction, with the Renew It program. This will
allow low income families living in their own
homes, with much needed renovation or small
restoration projects with the help of a no-interest
loan for the work performed. A new home will be
built in Acton this winter, via another different
project with HHfH, with a donation of prebuilt soy
based home that was previewed at a recent home
show, and later dismantled and moved to the new
Acton site. With some minor alterations, the home
will soon be ready for another family in need. HHfH
looks forward to a great 2010 with our help.
Anyone interested in more information about HHfH
should speak with one of the church wardens or
Chris Hacking. There are so many ways you can
help this organization, from work at their ReStore,
to committees, to preparing lunches for the volun
teer work crews, to the actual build on sites.

Information provided by
Chris Hacking
John Page
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To all parishioners knitters, sewers, bakers, crafters
and if you are able to assist in
any of these areas or if you have
any special skill or talent -

Once again our Yuletide Fayre was a
huge success.

It is great to observe the different please call or email me. This is
levels of stewardship being performed during an opportune time to commit to the steward -
the Yuletide Fayre. There are three components ship of your church and please consider donat -
to stewardship: (1) Time, (2) Talent and (3) ing your time, talent and treasure. If you have
Treasure. any input or suggestion to continue the

enhancement of the Yuletide Fayre, | would like

Many people gave of their time by helping set- to hear from you. Email me at lorrette@sympa -

up, clean-up, serving in the lunch room, selling tico.ca or call me at 905-878-1293 directly.
tickets, directing traffic, calling business for

donations, picking up donated items, advertis - Once again thank you very much for all your
ing and many other various ways. We saw many support and God's blessing to you all.

varied demonstrations of talent in the form of
sewing, knitting, craft and bake items. In one
instance we had a non-parishioner donate a

large quantity of her knitting which we very

much appreciated. Others were not able to con -

tribute their time or talent but supported us QU”_T RAFFLE WINNERS

through donations and purchases within the

Lorrette Shermet
Yuletide Fayre Convenor.

Fayre. 1st Prize Donna Demczuk
| always say many hands make light work and QU”t

we witnessed that many hands made this _

Yuletide Fayre successful once again. This is a 2nd Prize Paul de Kort

community event and we have parishioners and

non parishioners helping us make it prosperous. Train Picture

This year our revenue was $14,000.00, which 3rd Prize Paul de Kort
included the E.C. Drury Craft Sale and E.C. Drur . .

School sales. ’ 4 Epicure Gift Basket

The date has been set for next year - Saturday, 4th Prize Pam Trineer
Nov. 13th - please mark your calendar - it is Afghan

not too early to start planning and preparing for
that day. As usual we are always looking for

Stewardship Chairperson and Committee
It's been some time since we've had an active Stewardship Committee, so we’d like to start
the new year right with a Stewardship Committee that will work on bringing out the best of
our Time, Talents, and Treasures. If you are interested in working on this committee,
please speak to the clergy or the wardens.
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Refining Silver: December 2009

| was reading the Our Daily Bread story for
October 10th about a parishioner who was angry
because the new booklets weren't there. The arti -
cle was focusing on their unChristlike attitude.
Rather than simply saying they are not acting
very Christlike or taking offense, wouldn't it be
good if we could come along side our brothers
and sisters in Christ when we witness something
that we know is out of line, if even with a little
silent prayer. For whatever reason, something
has caused them to act the way they do. The arti -
cle reminded me of a time in my own life about
ten years ago:

"God, | think I'm a wolf in sheep's cloth -
ing!" Something had happened and my reaction
was far from being Christlike. "How could | even
be a Christian when | was filled with such
garbage?" | sat at the table in my son's and
daughter-in-law's apartment seeking some kind
of answer. | felt so badly about myself.
Hopelessness was starting to creep in. "Would |
always be like this?" As | prayed though, | was
reminded about the refining of silver. God uses
that analogy in Malachi 3:3 and Zechariah 13:9.
As the silver gets heated the impurities float to
the top. The silver is not the impurities - but
those impurities must be
exposed. They must be
brought to the top by turning
the heat up, so the silver -
smith can skim them off. For
us, that means confessing
our sin to God who promises
to forgive us and cleanse us
of all unrighteousness (1
John 1:9). And equally
important, asking others to
forgive us when we act a little wolfish.

Interestingly, last spring | found a book on

GRACE anglican church

sale at Woycliffe entitlted Sheep in Wolves'
Clothing by Valerie J. Mclintyre. It was all about
taking off and helping others take off those
"wolves' clothes" through prayer and interces -
sion. | also was given another book by Bern
Warren, Don't Listen to Strangers.

| believe God sometimes allows us to face
difficult situations just to force to the surface
beliefs, attitudes and hurts that need to be
looked at, that would remain hidden while things
are going smoothly. So if you are like me, take
heart and confess your sins to God and to man
and receive the forgiveness and healing you
need. We are silver being refined, don't let the
accuser tell you any different.

God Bless you this Christmas Season.

Prayer Chain: email prayer requests to
p_skitchen@hotmail.com or to the church office
with a request to be put on the prayer chain.

Grace Church

Women's Retreat
At the present time the location of
Second Annual Retreat is unknown. there
was a mix-up with the booking and we
find ourselves with no place to stay. The
retreat team is working hard to rectify
this and will let the ladies of the parish
known as soon as the situation is
resolved.
To simplify the notification system, we
have put a sign-up sheet in the Narthex.
If you are interested in attending our 2nd
Annual Women's Retreat, then please
sign up with your name, telephone num -
ber and email address (if you have one).

GRACE

anglican church

317 Main Street, Milton, Ontario L9T 1P5 « Tel: 905-878-2411 « gracechurchmilton.com
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