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Eastertide Newsletter May 2010

We are in the last ten days of the Great Fifty Days
of Easter, traditionally called Ascensiontide.  We
conclude our annual celebration of Christ's victory
over sin and death in His glorious resurrection, with
a celebration of His return to the heavenly places,
where He sits at the right hand of the Father.  Our
Easter thoughts turn naturally to new life and re-
birth, so evident in the beautiful spring weather we
have been enjoying, but also in our spiritual rela -
tionships.  We have celebrated six baptisms during
Eastertide this year, and these are always reminders
to all of us of who we are in Christ.  We are people
of faith and hope and love in Christ, and our col -
lective prayer is that all may find fellowship with us
in His church.  Ascensiontide ends with the Day of
Pentecost (Whitsunday), our celebration of the
Church's birthday, with the descent of the Holy
Spirit.

I have been thinking and praying about where God
the Holy Spirit may be leading us as a parish fami -
ly, and how He might renew and re-invigorate us.  I
want to share with you a number of ideas I think we
should try together in the coming months.  Let's
call it The Rector's Wish List .

1. Back to Church Sunday. This is a very sim -
ple idea.  If each of us invites one person to
come to church with us, and they all accept,
we will double our congregation for that
Sunday!  A few weeks ago, Fred Suresh and I
attended a very encouraging workshop on
this idea at our cathedral in Hamilton.  The
originator and promoter of the idea, Michael
Harvey from England, gave an excellent talk

on just how successful Back to Church
Sunday has been in parishes around the
world where it has been tried.  His goal is to
invite a million people around the world to
simply "come back to church"!  Statistics
show that most people come to church
through a personal invitation from a friend
or family member.  Back to Church Sunday
in the Diocese of Niagara will be Sunday 26
September.  You will be hearing more about
how each one of us can take part.  You can
also check out the website at:
http://www.backtochurch.co.uk/

2. Tele-Care. Here is another simple idea that
I think we at Grace can easily do.  We divide
our parish list into groups of about a dozen
or fifteen names.  A team of parishioners
each take a short list and telephones each
member on their list on a regular basis,
about three families each week.  The idea is
that we establish stronger networks and
relationships which can only build up our
fellowship.  The callers will relay parish
news and reminders of events, and refer
questions and concerns back to the rector
and churchwardens.  This systematic
approach will improve communications
within the parish, and we hope, establish
new friendships and renew old ones.  You
will be asked to participate either by being a
caller, or simply answering the phone when
they call!  I give credit to Fr. Marcus
Germaine of the Parish of the Nativity in
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Hamilton for suggesting this idea to me.  He
has used it to great effect in several parish -
es where he has served.

3. Messy Church. What?  Making a mess in
church?  Not quite.  Messy Church is an
opportunity for whole families - children,
parents and grandparents to worship, learn,
and be creative together.  Messy Church
provides an opportunity for worship and
fellowship for families who find Sunday
mornings difficult.  Often held on a
Saturday, but also quite doable on a week-
night, Messy Church is led by a team of
energetic parishioners with a passion for
family ministry.  Michelle Somers, Nina Page
and Gail Debruin attended a recent work -
shop in Georgetown on how to run a Messy
Church.  We are hoping to try one in the fall,
with a view especially to reaching out to new
young families.

4. Stewardship Dinner. The newly-formed
Parish Stewardship Committee has been
busy studying the patterns of giving and the
resources we share in our parish.  In order to
highlight the importance of Christian
Stewardship we are planning to hold a
Stewardship Dinner with a guest speaker in
the early fall.  A new narrative budget for the
parish will be available soon, which
describes in some detail how we allocate
ministry resources in our parish.  One of the
goals of our Diocesan Vision is to "create a
generous culture of stewardship".  We need
to constantly evaluate how we make use of
the good things God gives us so freely.

5. Halton Fresh Food Box. We have been invit -
ed to become a drop-site/distribution cen -
tre for this programme which distributes
fresh and healthy fruit and vegetables at low
cost to anyone who might benefit.  From the
Halton Fresh Food Box Website: "The Fresh
Food Box runs like a large buying club with
centralized buying and coordination. Once a
month individuals place orders for boxes
with volunteer coordinators in their neigh -

bourhood and receive a box brimming with
fresh, tasty, quality, fruits and vegetables.
Customers pay $13 for a small box or $17
for a family size box. Each box contains the
same mixture of food, only the quantity
varies. The contents change with each deliv -
ery, depending on what is in season, the
price and customer preferences. Volunteer
truck drivers deliver the boxes to the neigh -
bourhood drop-offs, where the local volun -
teer coordinators ensure customers receive
their boxes."   Lynda Mee has offered to
coordinate the project for our parish, which
will begin operating over the summer.  Ask
Lynda for more information about how you
can participate.

6. Name the Bulletin! Our weekly Parish
Bulletin has no name!  I would like to invite
parishioners to come up with an appropriate
name which might relate in some way to our
parish identity.  Examples from parishes in
St. John's, Newfoundland include The
Cathedral Messenger (Cathedral of St. John
the Baptist), The Magnificat (Parish of St.
Mary the Virgin), The Pallium (Parish of St.
Augustine of Canterbury), The Chimes
(Parish of the Ascension) and The Angelus
(my last Parish of St. Michael & All Angels).
Does anyone have a good idea for a bulletin
name that might relate to our parish name
of Grace Church?  Let me know.

These are some of the ideas I have been consider -
ing in recent weeks.  I think they are all achievable.
I invite you to participate in whatever way you can.
Please keep our whole parish family in your daily
prayers.

May God bless you all this Ascensiontide.

The Rev'd Fr. J. Christopher Snow
Rector
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Grace Anglican Church

Eastertide 2010
We have journeyed with our Lord over this

Eastertide, through the forty days of Lent, our
Palm Sunday procession, Holy Week and the cel -
ebration of Our Lord's death and resurrection.
And we respond with joy to his invitation to
accept the victory he has won for us on the cross.

As usual Grace is a busy place! We have had
times of joy and times of sorrow.

Grace Church shows ourselves to be a people
that come through in times of need. There was a
wonderful response to help with Father Chris'
moving expenses and another wonderful
response to reach out to the people of Haiti after
the January 12th earthquake.

On January 27th, Father Chris was inducted
as Rector of Grace Church by Bishop Michael
Bird. It was a beautiful service as parishioners
passed to him symbols of our ministry together
and the choir was heavenly.

Vestry was well attended on February 14th
and we said goodbye to Parish Council members;
Michael Beaver, Lynda Mee(Warden), Ted Moore,
Sarah Parker, Rita Ward and Lorrette Shermet.
Parish Council hosted our annual Shrove Tuesday
Pancake Supper and on February 17th we
welcomed our new Parish Council members to
their first meeting; Ann Galioto, Susan Holloway,

Larry Senicar, Michelle Somers, Fred Suresh and
Zina Yaworski. 

We mourned the loss of past warden Rita
Ward who passed away March 6th. The
celebration of her life was held March 10th. 

The Stewardship Committee is alive and well
again after a hiatus. We look forward to seeking
ways to reach out to our new neighbors and
discern how God wants us to use our time, talent
and treasure.

Our Outreach this quarter has gone to Habitat
for Humanity and to Milton Area Christian
Churches Working Together. Look for more info
from MACCWT as they plan a Teddy Bear Picnic
this June 19th. Did you know that our Birthday
Pig collection results in about $1000 given
annually to SHARE?

And look for our upcoming Mortgage Burning
Party as we celebrate the final payment made in
January to complete our repayment of the
mortgage taken out during our Glorifying Grace
campaign. Way to go people of Grace!!

As always, though not said enough, we shout
a big thank you to all the people who volunteer
their time, treasure and talents at Grace to make
this a wonderful place to worship God.

Shirley Kitchen Gary Hogg Chris Hacking
People's Rector's Deputy
Warden Warden Warden

Memorial Donation Opportunities 
Common Praise and Book of Alternative Services

This past Lent we introduced the newest Anglican hymn book, Common Praise , to the
congregation.We have purchased 30 copies of the book, but would very much like to
purchase more for use by the congregation. If you would like to make a memorial donation
towards hymn books, please put your donation on the plate on any Sunday. Clearly mark
the envelope and include the names of those you would like on the memorial bookplate.

At the same time, we have looked at the condition of the Book of Alternative Services and
realize that many have missing or torn pages. If you would like to make a memorial
donation for a BAS, please follow the same instructions. The cost of a hymn book is $30
and the BAS is $20. We will then purchase one new hymn book or one new BAS for each
donation.
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This past week the temperatures have been in the double digits and
the last thing on anyone's mind is the Yuletide Fayre.  As a good stew -
ard I am going to ask you to think of the Yuletide Fayre that is only
nine months away - November 13th.  Please mark it on your calendar
from now, and also your participation towards this yuletide fayre
would be much appreciated.
As a steward there are three ways you can participate (a) Time, (b)
Talent and (c) Treasure.  Once again we are looking for knitters, sew -
ers, crafters, bakers, canners and much more.  Last year we had a

very successful yuletide fayre but we were very light with the craft items.  We are looking
for all different kind of craft items, if you require supplies to make any of these items
including knitting or sewing - please let me know.

Yes - I will be able to donate or assist in this area:

q Knitting q Sewing q Craft Items   q Baked goodies q Canning

(1) If you have any suggestions or ideas that you will like to see happen at the
Yuletide Fayre that we have not captured in the pass

(2) If you  are new to Grace Anglican and would like to be part of this event and would
like to know more about it 

(3) If you would like to donate to our wish list
(4) If you would like to be a convenor - we are in need of two: - a raffle and a clean-up

crew convenor.

Please do not hesitate to call or email me.
It is never too early to start preparation to once again make this a very successful event.

Lorrette Shermet
Yuletide Fayre Convenor
905-878-1293  lorrette@sympatico.ca

Don’t throw this 
Newsletter out ......

Please pass it along to friends, or
relatives, or leave a copy in any 

waiting room.
•

For our new readers, Come Visit Us!
Our services are 8:00 and 10:00 Sunday
mornings and also 10:00 am Thursdays.

Don’t forget ...... 
if you would like to 

receive future issues of this
Newsletter via email then 

call Lynda at 905-878-2411  
or email 

newsletter@gracechurchmilton.com
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In the next few weeks the Stewardship
Committee will be releasing a brochure to
the congregation entitled "Reaching
Beyond."  The brochure highlights the four
outreach projects financially supported by
our parish as well as recognizing the many
other community projects in which parish -
ioners are involved week by week.

Two of our projects, The Deck (Youth for
Christ) and Habitat for Humanity Halton

are supported
from the parishes
general funds as
well as "loonies"
and "toonies"
dropped into the

large plastic jug at the foot of the Chancel
steps. Make sure to check your loose change
as you pass by the jug each Sunday.

SHARE Agricultural Foundation is support -
ed  through money collected in the
"Birthday Pig" at the beginning of each
month. Make sure you go up for each birth -
day in your family - make sure you include
fathers, mothers, brothers, sisters, sons,
daughters, nieces, nephews, cousins, neigh -
bours, work colleagues in fact anyone that
comes to mind. It would be great to have
the entire congregation at the front the first
Sunday of each month.

Coins for Cuba is supported by gifts of

loose coins given by parishioners. These are
the pennies, nickels, dimes and quarters left

over after your other loose change feeds the
"Pig" and the outreach jug. 

There, we've solved two problems as easy as
that! We're funding worth-while outreach
projects in Canada and overseas and we're
preventing all those loose coins putting a
hole in your pocket or weighing down your
purse. 

Watch this space for other useful and help -
ful tips.

Blessings and Peace
John Page
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Always remember it isn't church unless UR in the middle.
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After Christmas, the children learned about
Jesus being presented at the Temple, Jesus
teaching and learning in the Temple, and
Followers of Jesus.

Also, the children learned about parables
through the Parable of the Good Samaritan
and the Prodigal Son. All of Jesus' parables
remind us of the divine wisdom of God, and
they also provide an easy yet interesting
way to teach children the great truths found
in God's Word.

Twenty-three children attended the Ash
Wednesday Release Day on February 17th.
There were joyful sounds from the children
singing their favourite songs and they were
very busy making their lantern craft led by
Gail Debruin. Father Chris took the children
outside and burned last year's palm, and the
ashes from the burned palm were imposed
on the foreheads of the children.  Also,
Father Chris provided the older children
with an overview of the role of an altar
server (Acolyte). The children enjoyed a

MacDonald's lunch and then returned to
school. 

In preparation for Easter, the children
received lessons about Palm Sunday, the
crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus, and
Jesus appearing to the disciples. The chil -
dren are awed that "Jesus died on a cross"
and the amazing act of God in raising Jesus
from the dead. The children learned the key
verse Luke 24:5, "Why do you look for the
living among the dead? He is not here but
has risen."

On Mother's Day we did a special lesson on
mothers in the bible. The children learned
about Hannah, Sarah, Jochabed, Elizabeth,
and Mary. We talked about the important
role that mothers have in our families. 

In September, nine senior children or half
the senior class, will be moving to TIGERS.
Most of
these
children
regular -
ly
attend
Kids
Spirit
and are
excited
about
becom -
ing TIGERS. I speak on behalf of all the Kids
Spirit teachers in saying that we have
enjoyed teaching the children and wish
them well in their continued faith journey in
TIGERS. 

Respectfully Submitted,
Michelle Somers
Kids Spirit Coordinator

Ash Wednesday School Release Day

Imposition of ashes at the Ash
Wednesday School Release Day
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Parish Prayer Cycle
May 16 Mowbray, Mumford , Murray
May 23 Newsome, Nowak, O’Neill, Page 
May 30 Parker,Partington, Payne, Pearce
June 6 Perdaud, Pietila, Power, Ramsden 
June 13 Rancourt, Rancourt, Rankin, Rawlings  
June 20 Rehill, Reid, Reistetter, Ricci
June 27 Roberts, Robertson, Rowbottom,
July 4 Rowney, Scott, Senicar, Shakespeare-Shipp
July 11 Shannon, Shepherd, Shermet
July 18 Short, Simons, Sinclair, Smintich
July 25 Smith, Snow

We sometimes have
incomplete lists. If your

name is not here, we
apologize and please
let us know!! We want
to pray for our parish

families.

Bible Study Groups:

Bible study groups will continue through
into June. If you’re interested in joining a

group please speak with Father Chris.

NEW PARTICIPANTS ARE ALWAYS
WELCOME. 

For Moms with Babies or Toddlers:

A "child and Mom" friendly discussion group.

Wednesday mornings 9:30-11

We are a group of moms who desire to
grow in faith and knowledge of God, to
share our experiences and to encourage

one another.  

New Moms are always welcome!

Please contact Shirley Kitchen
(905-878-2630), if you have questions.

   

Calling all Golfers and
wannabe Golfers to

Grace Anglican Church
7th Annual Golf Tournament

Fundraiser for Restoration

Saturday, June 19th, 2009
Granite Ridge Golf Course

Golf, cart and dinner $125.00
Golf and cart $ 85.00
Dinner $ 40.00

This tournament is open to all parish -
ioners, family and friends of Grace Church.

If you need further information please 
contact Chris Hacking  905-876-1096

Gary Hogg 905-876-4097
or The Church Office - 905-878-2411

 

 

“You have not lived a perfect day, even though
you have earned your money, unless you have
done something for someone who will never be
able to repay you.” - Ruth Smeltzer
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Sharing the Gospel
Did you ever ask yourself what you would say
if someone asked you to share the Gospel? I
have. On the one hand, it seems so simple and
on the other, so complex. I just finished a
course at Wycliffe that looked at the gospel
message as it is presented in the Gospels and
the Epistles. I learned that like the building of
an upholstered chair, there is a core that must

be present. That core makes the
structure of the chair, without

which the chair is no longer a
chair. According to our pro -
fessor the structure for the
gospel includes nine ele -
ments: Jesus was born in the
flesh and had an earthly

ministry, he suffered and
died on the cross, he was

resurrected, his death
brought us salvation, he

appeared to witnesses, he will come again, he
fulfilled Israel's Scriptures, he is uniquely the
divine agent and Son of God and lastly all this
requires a response from us.

I want to share my experience of responding to
the gospel. This is old news, but hopefully
worth repeating. I had been baptized as an
infant, taught a few prayers, but did not grow
up in the church. When I began my search for
God at the ripe old age of 31, I had no real idea
of who God was. I went to the library and got
out three books, one on Eastern religions, one a
book on Christian healing and one that turned
out to be on the occult. I knew the occult was
not the answer and couldn't get into the book
on Eastern religions, so I read Agnes Sanford's

The Healing Light. Through divine intervention
(how else does one get from reading her Bible
with a Mormon friend, to taking part in an
interdenominational evangelical Bible Study) I
was graciously led to a place where I could hear
the gospel. A light went on. The gospel became
a personal invitation that required a response. I
had to respond, but I was afraid. I wrestled with
the idea. I wondered if I opened my heart to
God, the devil might be faster. I was a silly
notion, but none the less troubling. I remember
standing in the kids' bedroom when I finally
made the leap of faith and asked for forgive -
ness and gave my life to God and asked Jesus
into my heart. I'm sure this can happen in a
variety of ways, but for me this prayer was life
changing. The most striking change was that
where the Bible had been rather dry, as I had
intellectually dissected it, it now was full of life.
I couldn't get enough of it. I had four children
at the time, but every spare minute I was read -
ing. I wanted to go to church and be with other
Christians and there were many other changes
as I lived out my faith. My family thought I was
fanatical and you know what? They were right! 

God bless you on your journey.

Submitted by Shirley Kitchen

If you have a story of an answered prayer that
you would like to share and give glory to God,
please submit it to me with your name and phone
number. Shirley Kitchen 878-2630

You are welcome to come to the Prayer Group
Meeting on Mondays at 7:00 pm where you can
quietly pray for your own needs and for the needs
of others. 
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